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PLASTIC WASTE — OCEANS 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.55 pm]: I rise today to speak on plastic waste in 
Western Australia and the future role that plastics will have in our state and society. Today I tabled a petition, which 
seeks to inquire into how much single-use plastic goes into landfill, waterways, rivers, streams and oceans and is 
incinerated in WA, and to identify what recording or tracking system is used to monitor how much single-use plastic 
goes into landfill, waterways, rivers, streams and oceans and is incinerated in WA. I draw members’ attention to the 
growing problem of plastic waste in our oceans. In this bag are single-use plastic items—basically, straws and many 
other things that are collected from our beaches. This is done by Sea Shepherd’s marine debris campaign, which 
collects just as much in minutes every weekend on WA beaches. These plastics can be recycled. But, for instance, of 
the 4.5 billion plastic bags thrown out annually, only three per cent reach that end. The rest end up in our landfills, 
rivers, oceans and streams and, believe it or not, eventually in our food. I will come to that in a minute. 
Dozens of marine animals, including seabirds, fish, sharks and whales, have been found with plastics in their 
stomachs. A survey found that 80 per cent of the dead loggerhead turtles off the south east of Queensland had 
eaten plastic. In the 1960s, fewer than five per cent of the world’s seabirds were found to have ingested plastic. 
But our own CSIRO now expects that by 2050, this number will be 99 per cent. In 2014, a study found that people 
who eat seafood will be consuming up to 11 000 pieces of microplastic. These are quite often referred to as 
microbeads, which is one of the outcomes that occurs when plastic breaks down. We know from a number of 
videos that this is now littering the bottom of our ocean floors. The consumption of plastics is becoming a huge 
threat but it was a destructive approach towards production that led us here. Plastics are not designed to leave our 
environment intact. Just as non-renewable sources of plastic will eventually run out, so will the health and safety 
of our environment, society and oceans. 
About four per cent of the world’s production of oil goes into the production of plastics. Another four per cent is used 
in the production of those plastics. Plastics are a finite material and one we cannot depend on until it is exhausted or 
disposed of into the oceans. Plastics never biodegrade and eventually the volume of plastics in our oceans will exceed 
the volume of sea life. I think we had a parliamentary question to the Minister for Environment that clarified that. 
By 2025, enough plastic will exist in the ocean for an equivalent volume of cling wrap to cover five per cent of 
the world’s surface. Our marine ecosystems are crucial not only for a harmonious environment in the sea and on 
land, but also pivotal factors to ongoing scientific research, tourist attractions and the general health and wellbeing 
of our society. How do we deal with this problem of plastics? Recycling is an option, but many plastics, especially 
single-use plastic bags, cannot be recycled. As stated, currently only three per cent of plastic bags are recycled, 
making them still some of the biggest polluters of the environment. In 2009, plastics made up 29 per cent of all 
rubbish collected by Clean Up Australia, 17 per cent of which were plastic bags. Much like balloons, they can 
float and travel long distances and can take up to 1 000 years to disintegrate. Even when they disintegrate, as they 
eventually will do in landfills, the plastic deposits rarely disappear and eventually enter our food stream. Plastic 
waste avoidance is the only solution. 
In 1964, less than 15 million tonnes of plastic was being produced globally. Four years ago, this weight had shot 
up to 311 million tonnes, and it is expected to double again by 2020 if we do not act. It is as simple as that: we 
have to act and we have to start now. One of the most effective ways we can avoid pollution is to ban the most 
problematic of our waste—single-use, non-recyclable plastic bags. These are explicitly designed for unsustainable 
convenience. This includes plastic drinking straws, plastic bags, balloons, microbeads, polystyrene and 
polyethylene packaging, all of which are frequently found in our waterways. I particularly make one comment. 
I recently did some surveys of a chemist shop and found that all the products in that chemist shop were now 
microbead-free, so there has been an advance in that area. 
I would like to thank the countless individuals, community organisations and environmental groups that are 
working to create a healthy future for our children and environment. These guys go out weekend after weekend. 
In January this year, in a 4.5-square kilometre area of the WA coast, they collected 15 000 items of plastic. 
Interestingly enough, these organisations work around Australia, and WA has the highest level of pollution on our 
beaches of all the states. Bulk food stores are opening, community groups have been running borrow-a-bag 
schemes for years, community fairs have ditched single-use cutlery and containers, local restaurants and bars are 
providing alternatives to plastic straws, and cafes are rewarding customers with reusable cups. Simply put, the 
groundswell of community progress and the initiative around these issues clearly demonstrate a community desire 
to create positive change. Will we as members of Parliament follow their lead? Thank you. 
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